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Private and Confidential. 


Nov. 4. 1935. 


Memorandum from Harry J Oreenwall and Poland Wild, to Mr 
A E Yapp, British Consul in Monrovia. 

W e have visited and talked to all the outstanding personages 
in Liberian public life. Many have theories, but undoubtedly 
the most realistic politician is the President. His so-called 
"Three Year Plan" is very Padical indeed. He intends to make 
Liberia an almost Socialist state. Ho farming will be allowed 
unless it forms part of the Government scheme. No man may farm 
more than 25 acres. 

The President believes that the Liberian farmer is exploited 
by European t ad/ers oaying less than the world market prices 
for commodities. Unless the traders raise prices. President 
Barclay will sell farmers' oroduce through co-ODerative stores 
The same system he intends to aoply to the purchase of import¬ 
ed goods. He says he will establish buying agencies abroad. 

With regard to the foreign policy of the Government, it is 
our considered opinion that Liberia earnestly desires friendly 
relations with Great Britain, but no member of the Government 
appears to have any constructive idea as to how £■ better relat 
ions may be reached. 

Obviously the finances of the Government are in a 
very grave condition. The President stated he had the money to 
start 200 collective or co-onerative farms working in January. 
This we believe to be entirely accurate, bjrt we believe that 



*• (Co 

the shaky financial condition of the country may eventually 
affect the oolitical indeoendance of Mberia. 

The President is not friendlily disposed towards Firestones; he 
bitterly criticised them, and the statements Mr Barclay made to 
us give rise to a feeling that friction between the Government 
and the American Company may re-occurr in a not very distant 
future. 

With regard to foreign conaessions, the President said he would 
no longer grant "blanket" concessions, and would not accept any 
foreign loan that was not intended for constructive purposes. 

The President confirmed the granting of the Dutch coneession, and 
in reply to a direct question/ regarding the Chester Beatty negot¬ 
iations, said the schhme was not dead. H e deplores, however, the 
manner in which the negotiations have been handled, and he also 
disapproves of the advisers in Liberia who have been the consul¬ 
tants of the negotiator. 









nuMoviA. 

39th October, 1938. 


Z have tha honour to report, gituomlly, 
t*>on Uterlao af.nlra. 

8* On m/ return aono ol* wo<n ago it vaa 
aoon otovloua to no that tho President and Onblnnt 
vara keenly disappointed at our utlU withholding 
reoo^nltiun. I vna naked, dtreotly anA Indirectly, 
for «n explanation, for it ae«ned a forgone oon- 
olunion, in Tint of NootAltlon by tho United 
ate too Oown .ont ehloh alo rly proved that .morion 
was antiofiod about oon'litiona hare, that va ah.old 
follow nult. I pointed out that the depsrtin nt In 
tho Voreli* Offloo which dealt with Liberian 
a Taira had baun ovaraholuud .rlth -e»rx In connection 
with tha Italo-dthloplnn dlsputa but X did not mil 
to mm it iinito olonr that n cetlafaotory oattlo- 
nant of tha Xru (uootlan aaa on essential con¬ 
dition bofora our relation* oould boooxa norual. I 
havo ,.ood reason to bolioro that vnrloua on&aaarloo 
**> hare willed to ooo no lnoludln* Or. fuaoah and 
hr. Harold rrederloka, oigwrlntand n of nryland 
County, ombo at the request of tha Praaldcnt. But, 
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aiolvui to salts • ’trip round tbs world*; tea tha 
mmu to do ao and hao bean remised his rolsnss 
from 01 (too. Ho bas the raputM-ion o bains 
bonsst slid 1 foal tint ba will ba a loss to tbs 
(torens*ant. It is a parados that ba say ba roplaoad 
by Hr. *bm Ooopar, a poUtlsal opionont Ao 
stood for nomination for tbs Preeldonor at tbs last 
naotlaa. 

T. Obnncso rtU probably be mads In tbs 
offices or Klnlotof of lduo»tlon, though th is Is 
somewhat doubtful owing to tbs hot. Olbsoa's 
strong iafluanoe osar tho Pres it ant, tbs t to may 
Oanamlship nnd tba Ministry o tho Interior. Zt 
is astro aly difrioult to oresmat wtiotlkar Mr. 
ilm.-oon, tbs Basra tsry of Stats, will ba euperoedad. 
Z am jiltc o arts in 'hot tba President would ba glad 
to replnoe him. but Mr. Slmpaom is tba Saorat ry 
of tba Trus Whig (Borolny; party and haa other 
slaima to of floe. Zt was freely rumoured sonatina 
ags tint ba aaplrsd to ba Liberiun Minister at 
Washington nnd if Uborlan Innnoen wauld parmit of 
wush an appointment ao doubt it would ba offarsd to 
Mr. 81m>eom. Mr. Oriass ia alaoat osrtaln to rsmaia 
Chief JUatioo. 

S. Zt will bo roonliod tba '. aruter tba 
'Bsrolny Three Tsar Pilin' tba appointment of aid 
Corel.a apaolnllsts (tho Mrt *ndTleor'ln objeo- 
tioasbls) would ba splinted. 

The two foiluh experts, ho doomoalo 
sdrioar nad Saaitnry ndrlaar are bore but slow 
prograo' 
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BtuviuH UlUfX a, ~2~S. 

maovi\. 

30th OOtObw, IKS. 



that I hera root!ved an uaoon iraod report tint a 
larva autiber of Liber Lina ore oroactog ha border 
into Bierra Um and the rreoah Judnn ron the 
Kolnbua (rarloua upellinga) district of Liberia on 
nooount of appreo lro troitnent n , the hnads of a 
Liberian Owdselonor, tvmad Uaovaa. Xt la not tha 
first unfbroumble report thn 1 here raooivad about 
thla mn and therefore I aa taollnod to eiv* ®*e 


8. mist tha present natter lu au lrely an 
internal ono or tha Liberian Oevernoc-nt X foci it nr 
duty to let Your dxealleney .now of tha report X bare 
rooeived and 1' it ia ponoible to bare ao ulriao nade 
ia tha diotrlot in Sierra Leona* ctdjaoeat >o 
Kolahuii X should be grate: nl to learn* in <bia oo roe, 
tfiether it ia true that a large aatfber o mtirea 
(ar inform tiun ia 8,000 or 4*000 ahloh la oartaInly 
a ridiouloua anaggarutioa) hare — oaaa d fron thla 

X have tha honour to bo. 

Sir, 

■oat obedient aervr-jit. 


ilm. obak d*ap u*a \m 
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fititoa to u>tr»DM um l abuuXA bo M<* *o 
(to **t 1 •ouxa to fnolllta • it* 

6. I hra gout oeo iof WU*» <tou «too K 

tlMtr ONUaglM 'ho ^wnbBof uoM Oooot 













































































IS 


whole country in appealing to Italy in thle dispute even at 
thie /1/uYto refrain fron action which will render task of Council 
■ore difficult. 

I will only add that there is no truth in propaganda which 
ie being persistently put forward abroad, and which I have aeon 
stated in this country,that we have not advised Italy of our 
view for aonths nassCiu 

Proa earliest days of crisis there has been frequent and 
constant diplomatic touch maintained. 
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nmu uauKiT, 

•ASHIBOTOB, U.C. 
July 19th, IBM. 


sir, 

X have the honour to Inform you 
thut oonoequvnt upon tho rooognltloe of 
tho Liberian 'ovornnont, no reported la 
mj deapetoh lo. era of Juno 18th, tho 
froetdeat two appelated Mr. Looter a. 
Boltoa to ho United tatee Mlalotor at 
Monrovia. Tho r-oaate baa oooflraed thin 
appointment. 

a. Mr, Maltea, oho lo aolonred and 

•1*4 M, omi from It. Louie ohoro ha la* 
*>••» aaplo/od with nano of tho loading 
novopapora la that olty. :io lo nwrled. 

». Mr. Hibbard, oho haa boon anting 

no chargA d'Affalroo at tfearevla for tho 
Uot year la holag tranaforrod to tho 
Mltod statoa Legation at Baaharoat. 

X havo tho honour to bo 

•1th tho highoot roopoot, 
I1P| 

Tour noat obodlant, 
iSgde) I. C. -ladaay. 


. 8 . 8 ., 


Tho Bight Hoaourabla 
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The Under Secretary of State 


sign Affaire. 






























7 











o© 












FILE No .If-iT 
I REG. No. >Zo 


18th Jono, 1936. 




Dear Thoepuon, 

Please see paragraph 4 of uy despatch 
Ho. 64 of the 14th Instant. 

How, Just be .'ore closing the bug, I 
hare obtained fron Hibbard copies of the 
certified copies of the Measures passed by the 
Legislature to empower the President to enforce 
the agreements. Judge Fisher originally dra ted 
one single aeasure for thes to pass whioh he 
thought was sufficient to put all the agreements 
through, but it prowsd necessary to draft Instead 
two or three Acts and Resolutions whion hare now 
been passed. Hibbard garo tan a oopy of the Judge's 
draft. 

Z an not yet certain that ere.-y point 
has been cleared up, but you nay take it that 
the 


O.H. Thompson, Kb^., 
*0., do., do.. 


IfT—MlilM 


Foreign Office, 8.VT. 1. 
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LEGATION 


THE 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
Monrovia, Liberia, June 11,1935 


(s7 


FILE No. 4-5' 

! . -.No. J.-2 


•%* 


It gives me great pleasure to Inform 
you that the American Government has today 
extended formal recognition to the Govern¬ 
ment of Liberia. 


Respectfully yc*)rs, 

'Hiai-uCUt tf 7*1*4^ 

Frederick P. Hibbard, 
n Chargi d'Affaires ad interim 


L. H. Whittall, Esquire, 

His Britanlc Majesty's Charg* d'Affaires, 
British Legation, 


MONROVIA. 
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TO F.O. 

PROM MONROVIA 
NO 10 of 31st. 
R 


D 10 a.m. 1/3/35 


With reference to my despatch No31 oil 22nd March. 

Legislature met May 27th to approve the Firestone 

agreements. 

Presidential address gave outline of them substant¬ 
ially similar to that in my despatchfBfaMMfeHilHHBV except 
that the word dollars in Section 16(See copy transmitted with 
my despatch No 92 of 10th December) is to be now defined in 
terms of certain weight of gold of certain fineness instead 
of sterling. 

No decision has yet been announced but Firestone 
interests here continue to be confident that no serious hitch 
will develop. 

No 10 of 31at. 


Acting Charge d'Affai] 


n idf 
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Liberia ■'•fTaira of B1 b 14bJ ae 


baa boon told in fir® language th«t force la tha 
aottlan «t of tha .question wo ill act bo permitted* 

Zt np^eu-a that the Liberians are devoid of a plan 
for a solution. 

SO. The Liberian Oovaran. nt during tha 
year have nado varioia attempts o get Malay to 
surrender. The iret was whoa tha President during 
hla vl,.it along the ooaat aunt raaaaagaa to invito 
Hlaley to aeet him. A blank reiMaal was returned. 

Later the aervioaa of Ur. P.... foraie who aoted aa the 
protagonist of tha Krua at Oonavu vara enlisted. Later 
at the lnatl^tli/n of tha Liberian nuthoritios a 
do relict Gorman boo tor, bohneidenburgfjr, n aont to 
ntteapt a reconciliation and '.1011117 Ur. Harold 
Pro do ri oka also node an attewpt. All* ware unsuooaaa- 

31 . than 1 vaa naked by tha Georotary of Stats 
whether I could suggest a plan. 1 aald that the 
first step to be tn-oa would bo to get a message aont 
to Hinlay at the hand o: a shit, person to udviao bin 
to abandon hla attitude and to advlsu hia to wake hla 
poaoe with tha goverm.ut with the objeo ive of re- 
aovlag froa his wind the idee wh.oh la apparently so 
flraly fixed In it thi.tP**. Uacncnslo lnstruoted hia 
to retainers ho waa until a ’white mau returngd'. 


re d go thin and suggested the white 
bo aoooapanied by Ur. Harold Predorieka, 


tiie 














tlMlr outoido •!' lllntloiin r« In n position mperior 
to si v other Liberian tribe to sstce thei;- yrieirnoes 
iutoen to the ou aide world. TbLo lo veil uown to the 
Liberian tforomn-oit. 

30. The Frontier Force oi’rioero who oarriod oat in 
1931 vepria'-le a»piinnt these unruly psopl* « nttnMn 
upon neluhbo tribes lost their heads ho rwoh out of 
fear for their ..ereowvl safety os fron their inability to 
oo itrol the smU fores under tle.lr oos end. 

97. Zt is sitfiifioant thflt there hns bean little 
or <K> trouble with the Mm, o tribe, eith the Xrus 
on the North side sad the mnoh border on the uouth. 

To* this tribe 1* nearly no wu-liko so the *rue. 

(a; tWXTND HTATIM. 

SO. Mr. .tain Hum moVon,* see e.-ioluted united 
Btstee Ohara* dViffalr' O early in 1934. he nr-.-tr <•& at 
e ti ne whan AiMriO'Jk re&ntluua with Liberie sue so 
strained no our own. He oooper ted loyally with his 
Leowtion in euAeawo ’lim to parunda the Prenl<Vjn to nooupt 
the proposed Longue of Nations Flat of .«nUtenoe without 
reearw tloun. Throuahe t hie etey Imre he was Oe'iidV'ly 
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of State, sal • d 
apolotST but would &> no furteon. snalaur 
Jowl) 1 fcalaifmpho .1 for i>Ntetlaa nna a Pratt* 
gutttx t vtvlah hot itoo.-tly baforo paid an o rtelaX 
trial t of oo rteajr <"*• aant tea* to >Jonrorln to 
Obtnln an apology. mia suooo <l«d nfto on unsa roly 
inoldant at Um State Dapartoaat where the Oom undor 

O'.' tea ^wbuat plaoed hla evord on th dealt o' tea 

Oeoretry of state, and declare. it would ronnln thorn 

until nn npolojr hnd boon ..lwoi 

69. tonal our imnualU In shortly ,;ola n on loo*j 

la vo of nbsntoe cal hou.lt personally "OdoJi to w-un 
Kara or flrvutolnl mini ho haa oo.ifeerwd tint ho 
ballavoo rrenldnnt narol/jr will Intervene If ho should 
bo rauyxj luted to Muo . oeu 

00. teualour ttauaiolll aays teat ortxll a hi.va 
boot voted for tea building of a french Mention vary 











19. 




Oonpotfola • Ur. Van Umtdn tea boen oonneoted 
with Liberia for over 90 yeare. He knew aoat of tho 
members of tho Oablnot whan they wore mall children 
and ho and hla ooepany have eloooly identified 
themselves with Liberian politics. It la well known 
that tho (Joapuny both at tho rooant olaction and at 
the previous one advnnoed aonoy to tho True Whig Party, 
l.o* Ur. Bsrolay'e. 

69. Ur. Van Ueuadon la olao oloooly 
Huntlflad wl-h tho Holland Syndicate. Tho latter 
hare been proq?eotlni for dlanouda and Hold In 
Liberia for tho loot two yearn, and reports ho to thalr 

aucoea ' are mrleU. 

34. In %> lto of Mr. Van Heusden’s Influence 
tho dyndloato la uqpopulur with tho Liberian ..ovemuent, 
and it l.i possible tlwt their ountrao. wtuah e^p lreo at 
tho end of thla ye r nay b« rescinded by tho Liberian 
Oovonmant In favour or the Consolidated African 
Soleotlon Trust If the latter oonoom deoldos to oo a 


36. Those two oonooma liawo not In battle 
before, particularly In Sierra Loans where the Consoli¬ 
dated African Soleo-Ion Trust eoored a vio ory. 

(k) ITALY . 

60. Italy wae u til only a few months o*o 
represented by a Liberian donary Consul. signor 
Blondl was the only Italian white subject resident in 

Liberie 

































































1 



,>ald 






































23537 ^ 





































ffe 

loG. 


(▼) riRUSTOlU KUBBSR OOHPOHATIOH 
107, At tho beginning of 1984, control of the 
Firestone Plantations ni In the hands of h skeleton 
aalntenauoe nte.f, due to the low ... loe or rabber 
and also to uncertain relations between Tirestone’s 
and the Liberian Oovernasnt, Towards the Biddle of 
the year, after the Introduction of the rubber re¬ 
striction sot, no tlae was lost In sending out to tho 
plaatn Ions a ooepetunt and large staff of whlto 


108. for oouc tlae there was some hesitation 
about the ooniony going into mil production, but 
full graduation has now boon deoldod upon; nodorn 
plant for the tronteont of latsx has bo- n Installed, 
and villages for the employees are being ooustruo.edj 
planting has born extended and there la every promise 
of oonslderablo progress being ando* 

109. Already between 80 end 90 tons of rubber 
a month are being exported to Anarloa and t lo will 
lnorense yearly by about 88 par aonU 

110 / 8oas "la thorsand natives are employed on 
tho plantations, and ae development la itade a labour 
shortage may ba felt. In fast, at the present tine 
the plantation onn usefully employ another thousand 
hands. As yet the wages received by the Firestone 
employees hav benefited slightly foreign traders 

In Monrovia, but eventually the latter are bouid to 
profit 
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..horoaa tho true intent and objoot of ovory good G®™™*" 1 * 
to rospond to tho donnda of Publio Opinion; to g Ito D® 1 **'*®** ® 0<m 
rity? tho security of Justloo, and fair play and protootlon and 
onmfort to tho taolo pooplo; and 

thoroas tho Offioora of Oovomnont aro always. and in o™*/ 
o * t 80 ohoson and olootod only to tho faithful oarryiiuj out of tho 
uovoreigji ill of tho pooplo; and 

ihnroaa Mr. ..dwin Bsolay, rosidont of Liboria, imd standard 

toroat of tho Truo -his Party; and 

,/horoas tho avowod policy of tho oaid "Barolny <-roup" alia* 
i‘ruo Whig Party, Is apooially to doatroy tho loadora of tlio True 
.•hi*; «arty; to flagrantly brook up tho Constitution of tho Sspu- 
blio; to ignoro Pnblio Opinion, and greatly inoonvonionoo tho oom- 
raorolal lntoroat of tho pooplo of this ootmtry; and 


and America, and owing to hia non-rooognition trado, oormoroo and 
industry haro imnonaoly sufforod; our national honour impdkmdd and 
tho politioal nutonany of tho Ropublio ooriously ondnngorod; and 

'•horoaa tho "Barolay Group" has brought undue lnfluonoo on tho 
national Legislature of Liboria to onaot and propose oortnln anond- 
monta to tho Constitution of Liboria oxtondlng tho proaidontial torn 
of offioo to oight oonsooutivo yoars, without cjiy doflnito Unit 
thoroto ao that tho roaidont nay not bo ro-olootod to suooodd hlnaolf, 
and a civil -orvloo --.otabliohnont whan 11 tho Publio Sohosls hav o rono 
dom, and Mho Missions •■•ohools aro boing oloood, and whioh said nmtt 
Constitutional Amendments wo tho non-Offioial loadors nd nonbora of tho 
Txmo >hlg Party oonsidor dotrinontol to tho wo1faro of tho arty end 
pooplo of Liboriax- 

Theroforo bo it ro sol rod tiiat wo tho p>oplo in convention act omblod 
at Monrovia this 6 th day of J'-aroh in tho Year of Our Lord Kino toon hun- 
drod and thirty-five (A. 1).1938), roproaonting tho fundamontr.1 pruiol- 
plos of tho Tmio hig Party, do sot forth to tho ontlro pooplo of tho 
Ropublio tho following plr.tforn of prinoiploa:- 

OOVjJUOiisWT BY THE P^OPLaj TOR TJL. BEu.LA; OF THE 


l. This Party rocognixos in 11 non oortain natural uid inalionnblo 
rights, among thoao aro llfo, liberty, uiA tho right to OQquiro, 
possoss, enjoy and dofond proporty, that tho noat offoctlvo_Byatan_ 
and form of Govcmnont under vdiloh thoao sorod rights oen bo safely 
socured aro only that form and that aystom which prooood from tho poo- 





pooplo 


and Its Loadore in tho Barclay -dninistration. 


partisans of tho *ruo hlg I’orty. 


paots nos nxistlng and all othors shioh in public intorest nay bo nego¬ 
tiated botsoon tho Govomnont of tho United -tatos, or ito Citizens and 
tills Kopuolioi wid botsoon tho .•ovomnonts of n^and and othor Rations 
of -uropo, or any of thoir oltizonsj and tho Govomnont of Liboria. Tho 
i-arty also plodgos to ndntln at all tinos tho prinoiplo* of oguol trado 
and conmorolal opportunity to all forolgn natlonsj and to glvo fiai pro- 


Tho Party favours a siso and ooononioal administration of Govomnont 
It plodgos to tho faithful porfornanoo of all publlo Contraots nado sib 
foroign ooiuitrios or tho oitizons thoroof, or sltli any oitlzon of Libe¬ 
ria i and is opposod to tho adoption ofany moasuro loglslntiva or othor- 
siso shlah nounts to oitiior dirootly or indirootly tho repudiation of 
our dobts duo to nations, or individuals, anah legislation bolng ro- 
gardod as abhorront to tho fnolings of ovory honost non; opposod to tho 
plalno st prinolplos of soimd norality, and oaloulatod to losor tho 1b- 
i h BXBStl i tlnx publio in tho ostination of all good oitizons at hono. 


i relations botsoon foroi^i aotm- 


tarland by Indlraot mao assistod by alinltod nunbnr of ooapntnnt C 
nissionors appointed by tho Govomnont. 


10 Party plodgos to anaonmgo LgrlsulturB, tho noolmnloal 
L manufacturing intorostj thoso Industrios bolng the life of 
any oountry whoroby hor oitizons onn broatho pure air of lndopondonao. 
*" ‘r furthor plodgos to protect tho rights of tho labouror and 


The Party furthor plodgos to protec 





r'o 


oi. ljitoroct of both tho onployor onl tt. ««£•*<>» <“» “»* 11,0 
onployoo roooivo Just oojipoasation ror us aorTi 

aLUGVilluN . 

^ftjss-srSr- 

,at oduoatlonl lover robponslvo to 


the Republic's noot eucrod Institution, 
appropriations thoreby making it agroat 
loods of the P*"** 


military. 
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Stab'S SJ 3 S; 2ZS££?SSL othor^prifoVi 

to that ond. 


». -“’ay-s 1 -sx^nsM^sr 1 * 

States of Aaerisa and A *^d. 

secure legislation oonduaivo to tnat 

Tvtmn: oy H..TIQKS. . 

u. a. 1.U loria'o -to toy* »«_£* S.^K. tot8T2b», 
in and through it the Nations of Chrlstondon^oo^^ m l ar the TToo- ro* 


_ 'land voided, i SL'JhiS there is and to ronaln 

Wilson Internationalism:shloh ^ mlt w 

of Nations, Liberia ^^^l^ohsorTinr these fundamni ' 
of Liberia therefore aaorodly ‘ 


i League 


w unit ot van 

if lihopia' thoroforo oaoroolf "“l^^^feio^S'^oS^’to toko tho 

sg^rsss SKfcarMs -"ss-ofwitsr 


nltarion endeavours 


i ctabillso and oooure tho 

i<‘>TD STATES . 
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nloAs ’9 Abdb m ahiill by all possible moans undertake to ro^nin, oho 
KS^andnnintnin hor lost traditional friendship whloh wo oonaidor 
lo of vital importanoo to our national wolfaro. 


16 . 2ho x'urfcy a46ncl8 for i 
ition of Juatiooj and t 
i Judioial aranofcof < 


1 honost, offiolont and Impartial ad- 
- —i any 1 ’rosldont who 

istmnont to do b troy 


Dono In Convontlon asamblod at Monrovia, 
Gth day of Harafc A. D. 1935. 


intBormdo County, this 
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PROTEST ATI Ott 

OF THE 

UNIT TRUE WHIG PARTY, 
REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA, 


WHEREAS true democracy represents a Gov¬ 
ernment inherent 1.1 the People, which principle;, the 
True Whip Party of Liberia has siuce its organi¬ 
sation sacredly considered inviolate; 

AND WHEREAS, the procedure of the last National 
Convention held in the City of Monrovia, on Dc- 
'leather 12. 1934 and the action* taken thereat fla¬ 
grantly and wilfully ignored and »et aaide the right* 
of the People so as to impo*e on the adherent* of 
the Party certain selfish and detrimental measure*; 

AND WHEREAS, according to the tule* of the 
True Whig Party, the said last National Convention 
was illegally convened, held and conducted in it* forma¬ 
tion and organization whereby over two-thirds of the 
Delegate* who had travelled from all parts of the 
Republic to Monrovia were denied the privilege of 
Voting or ;ven participating in the busine** of the 
Convention and therefore left said Convention pti- 
fectly ignorant of the reported doings of said Con* 

AND WHEREAS Partisans cannot he expected to 
leave their respectfi*fchomes, suspend their private ob¬ 
ligation* and pur>ni*.* and travel to the seat of the Con¬ 
vention for the purpose of being treated in the most 
despicable manner a* the Delegates to the last Con¬ 
vention were treated; 

AND WHEREAS, if such practice* are permitted 
to continue, the spirit of true democracy will disappear 
beneath the shadows of dictatorial Power; 
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it inexpedient, indifferent and absolute disregard of 
the welfare and lack of interest in the masses of 
our citizens to impose such oppressive high tariff; 

THEREFORH. We. for the reasons above set 
forth hereby solemnly protest against ai d dencnncc 
the procedure of the said Convention and the actions 
taken thereat, as well as the Tariff Policy cf the 
Administration. And in consequence of our patriotic 
esteem and strict adherence to Iht Constitution of 
Liberia and the Platform, Rules and Regulations 
of the True Whig Party adopted in National Con¬ 
tention at Pavuesville January 7. A D. 1919, do hereby 
declare ourselves under the name and adoption of 
Unit True Whig Party. R L., 

Done by the unanimous will of the National 
Convention in Monrovia. March 6th, A. D- 1935- 

DOUGHBA CARMO CARANDA, 

General Secretary, 

"Uuit” True Whig Party R. L, 


ATTEST: 

ABAYOMI KARNGA, 

National Chairman. 

Unit True Whig Party. R. L.. 






t 


FILE No. 4 L $~ 
REG. No. I30 


4 th Mttruii, 193&. 

Dear hr. Roden Buxton, 

I wna Tory gl«d to get your lottar of the 
4th February and haws read with muqh interests your 
assailant article entitled'Zapreaalou of Liberia! 

I am personally ln t* 11 agx^eraant with all 

you tmrm written, but 1 am afraid that, tha "old i 

ti'ua counter” will not hara tt* auna vi«w» You will 
ba aocuued of letting the Liberians down too little. 

I will touch on your two points: (l) Tha <iueatloa of 
foreod labour for priwato purpose* Z do not ballere 
that this exiat to any an tent to-day* On 4he othor 
haiyj it ia doubtful whether the forced labour used 
in road seking ia being treated liuite uu fairly aa 
w= would Ilka to aee it# Aa regards the people who 
gars evidence before the League of nations Oowmiuoioa 
I do know that three of them are still in prison in 
Balia Yells. 

You 


0. Eodau Buxton, Son* 








2 . 

1U, 


You ask for further news. I will try and giro 
you Tory briefly a picture of the present positions— 
First, the Krus: with the sanction of the Foreign 
Office and the State Department ay O.S. Colleague 
an! myself are on the point of sending a message to 
Nimley to try and bring about a piece palaver, fe 
hope this would be successful. 

The President aud Dennis left Uonroria da 
trek along the Ventern Hinterland to Zorzor in the 
middle of last mouth and only returned on the 2nd 
Instant. During their absence quite a considerable 
opposition cane into opening, headed by King and 
Jinny Cooper. Their Convention meets on the 6th 
the day this letter leaves for Hnglancl, and I cannot 
suy which will be the candidate, probably the former 
nor do we know any details of their "platform", but 
it is certain they will bring to he front (a) the 
now 8 year ter* of office for Presidency, (b) the 
Revised tariff which came into force am February 
let and which will raise the cost of living, (o) the 


new 








IVT 


new Clril 8ervice Act end (d) the Secret three year 
Plan* which of course was elaborated by the President 
end McBride when ho was here also the Introduction 
of Polish experts will be crltlscd. 

A month ago, one can scarcely hare Imagined the 
semblance of an opposition and of course, the 
partisans of the lnttor are allowed In their 
of success. I Still think that Barclay is certain 
to come back. It Is said if King cooes into office 
he will adopt the League of Nations Plan - Look 
stock and .barrel. 

Harvey Firestone, Jnr*, arrived In the middle 
of last month, and if having hlo flrat interview with 
the President to-morrow. I a>n doubtful wuether much 
will be achieved. Probably, certain questions affecting 
the plantations will be settled, chiefly, the Labor 
question* the labourers want more money and of course 
find tne piece work system strange. The question of the 
Emergency Relief Fund also is affecting the inportalon 
of the huge quantltly of materials Pi res tune is bring¬ 
ing in to eomplete their plant. I cannot see having 


regard 






regard to the recent budget which one must admit 
was well drawn how provision is possible for the 

service ol the Loan* 

A few more Dana tribe people have cornu from 
the border again, bat 1 hour thut the booth is 
T ory much on the other log, and that there la a 
3toady incursion into Jlerra Leone from this coun 


Gone rally, the country io quite peaceful and 
happy on the surface except for the political 
quarrels of the An<u*io©-Liberians in Monrovia. 

arahtv. -Oreon8a have Just arrived here and are 
staying with we. T hey have treked from Penderabu 
through Bolahun, Tapi Town one Grand Banna and cam' 
up last night in Hassaquol's launch. So far, they 
have not yet been able to tell me any horroring 
story except that one of tho District Oonmiaeionur 
nar.cd Boevas In Bolahun uas been undMly severe. I 
have also heard this from another source. 

All the above, of oourae, is given you in 
etriot confidence and only for your personal infor 


















































la advnuointi m 



Z na Tory doubtful Whether h« 
founded but as Ur. n poo tone, 
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(J f160/49/84) 


X transmit to Your RntUmaj', ha re with, copies of 
too 4oopotohoi from HI* Majesty's chargd 4'Affalrea at 
MonroTli, reporting the Initial action he has taken to promote 
a lit tie mot of the dispute batman the Liberian Government 
and the Kru tribes, together iltk a oopr of the renly which 
I an addressing to Mr. Yapp. It mill be seen from the former 
papers that the tribesman have undoubtedly beam balding bask 
mder the 11 laslcm that further motion <e> their behalf bp 
the League ms to be anticipated. 

8. You el11 have obeervo4 iron np despatch Mo.1096 of 
0 8#t, » December last that Hla Majesty's Government are prepare* 

0 to cooperate with the United tatea Government U the pollep 

ehleh t hag letter propose to adopt Tla-k-vla of Liberia, but 
that It la considered essential that an early ddtente bo 
roaehed hetman the Manrovlare and Km, I believe that the 


lines along which Mr. Yapp la dlroe ting hie efforts are those 
most likely to load to a solution of the present deadlocki 
and I shall therefore be glad - assuming no sueh motion has 
boon taken bp the tine you receive this daapateh - If you will 
noe draw the attention of the united tatea Government to the 
develepmanta outlined In the enclosed oorrespendense, 


His Kasellenep 

The Right Honourable 

Sir Ranald Lindaay , o. .M.O., K.n.p. 


expressing 
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/J**l4iA ,.1.1. 

diet jecoeber, 193*4. 


1/ dear 

•ur deepaton tie. 1 9o of ^oo —b ar 8* tn dealing 
«1 ui 1borla «at drafted aoao weeds a*o only to bo bold 
up for a Loo* tlao awaiting the consideration of the 
aoratory of b tata. n reading It you will aoo toot 
•a are «ery an&loue toot the srltlah and ni tad tata a 
.e«atlona in onrovla ahould wore together in endeavouring 
to brln« about a aettieaoat between too blao< raaldoat 
..arclay and too aims beaded by idler Nimley; and it la 
oeoaaae tnora have boon ao*a development* in too latter 
ooauexlou alaoa ao prepared toe despatch that 1 aa 
wrltlu* you tala letter. 

0 «e are la fact juat lu receipt of des^atohea f.-oe 

<epp ( auion ea will oopy to aahln*ton offlolally aa 
aoon aa peealble. ealeh prove conclusively that the Xrue 
nave bean el Inline to the buab and deal lnln^ to "palaver'* 
vita tOe onrovlana In tOe otnetlo but entirely unfounded 
belief tael the 00400 of :>atiene would send repreaentatloi 


,51, 1| .In, %ag.,C.M.Q. 
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to Liberia to arm;« matters for them. These 
unfortunate tribesmen hare in fact been labouring 
under the 11 union that. Dr. Kao&naie wished then to 
remain in the Jungle until they heard further from 
him. This, of course, la all noneens', for there is 
no possibility of any more :.eegue activity at the 
moment; but the misunderutending has been peculiarly 
regrettable in its re ults, jinee it has prevented 
up to date any progm a tow rde n penesful solution 
of the !tru problem. 

Now, to be perfectly frank, wo are Juot as 
anxious aa am the United 3 tr.tee to be rid of the 
Liberian question, if only for a year or two. For 
this mason I am personally delighted with MoHrlde'e 
report - right nobly has he acquitted himself of his 
task of pointing out the way to the door. But neither 
the United 3 tates nor ourselves will ever be able to 
slip out while the Krue and konrovlana am still at 
daggers drawn, for while the latter condition endures 

there/ 
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8 . 


IS?. 


kMB — ■ r j tlblllty of anything savouring of 
foreign interference Z feel quite convinced that 
however tactfully Z night eention the natter it 
would he resented and interpreted as farther 
interference on our part vlth the Internal affairs 
of Liberia. 

An you know our relations during the last 
few years have been bitter, but these have great¬ 
ly improved during the last year and frlendmip 
la 'round the comer*. In any case as you say 
this is not really a concern of His Majesty's 


Zn conclusion* Z nay add that fron all the 
information which Z have been able to obt*n 
slavery, in all its forms, except possibly a snail 
amount of forced labour for road building, o 
to be a thing of the past in this country. 

Tours sincerely. 
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22ad November, 1996. 


JrtMtg a|4 gQflflfleftU a i- 

Your Mxeelleney, 

Having regard to the, la ay opinion, 

▼ery unfortunate relatione in which we stand, it 
would seen Irregular for me to submit for your 
perusal the aeoount which I shall forward to 
London of our interview last Monday. But I feel 
so convinced of the tremendous improvement made 
in the whole administration of your country 
under Your JCxeelleney*s rule and am so anxious 
# to advance as far as, I, personally an able, 

the restoration of an old friendship that I venture 
to take a risk which I alone shall have to fhee. 

Z have tried to reproduce as faithfully as 
ay memory permits me our full conversation of 
Monday. Ve both know quite well *lt is human to 


His Excellency 

The Honourable Edwin Barclay, 
Bto., Ste., Etc., 

Monrovia. 
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8 . 

)St 

err* aal If X any put this olu saying into 
modern language f lt is easy to be mie-understood* - J 
•o« if X hara made oamieaione, ni annotations, or in 
any other way given an incorrect account I would 
beg Your Sxoelxjnoy to make any alteration*, 
additions or amendments you thln^ fit to my draft 
and X will accept them* 

I beg to ask that any alterations may be 
vritten on ny draft and returned to tae in original* 

I hare the honour to be, 

8ir, 

Youre respectfully. 


P'S' JuM lo llt/L ^ 

'^ r 7c<. CL Co h f —/ ~ 

jf. nv ^^UurVuui 
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O 0 


1st 


•rr* anl If Z put this ola saying into 
■odom language *it is easy to bo mis-understood* - 
bo, if I hare mad* omissions, mis^uot; tions, or in 
any other way given an incorrect account I would 
bog Your frrtml ■ oncy to nalce any alterationa, 
additions or amendments you tain* fife to ay draft 
and I will accept then. 

I bog to ask that any alterations may be 
written on my draft and returned to me In original* 
Z have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Yours respectfully. 


P-S- j U7 fclA. h' J 
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(V 9173/426/52) 


FOREIGN OFFICE, 3.W.I. 

2nd November, 1935. 


^ ir) 

^7/ 



0 


Dear Yapp, 

Sir George Maxwell, who is the British 
member of the League of Nations Advisory Committee of 
Experts on Slavery, has sent us a letter, a copy of 
which is enclosed, with regard to the forthcoming 
meeting of the Committee in April next year. As 
appears from this letter, the position is that Governments 
are expected, in accordance with a resolution of the 
Council of May last, to furnish to the Committee all the 
information in their power in regard to slavery and 
institutions akin to slavery within their territories. 

At its first meeting in April last the Committee had 
received no information from the Liberian Government. 

Sir George Maxwell now suggests that you 
should drop a* hint to the Liberian Government in regard 
to the importance of their supplying adequate information 

for 


A.E. Yapp, Esq., M.C. 


/ C<5 

for consideration at the next meeting of the 
Committee, hut we are not at first sight disposed to 
adopt his suggestion* Now that a permanent League 
Slavery Committee is in existence the question of the 
shortcomings of any government is a matter for the 
Committee to raise and for the Council to consider. 

On general grounds, therefore, there is no cause for 
intervention by His Majesty's Government. In particular 
we aee no reason why His Majesty's Government, which 
does not recognise the present Liberian Government 
should be a channel for representations of this kind, 
especially if there is any chance of our advice not 
being taken. 

In case you see any local advantage in taking 
up 8ir George Maxwell's suggestion, we should, however, 
be glad to have your views before deciding whether to 
reply to 8ir George Maxwell on the foregoing lines. 

qv'Lp.M. 



















































